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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1. Claims 1-11, 13-23,25,27-39,41 of U. S. Application 09/480,343 filed on 10- 
February-2000, are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. The amendment filed 1/26/2010 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 

introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment 

shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material 

which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: 

"while preventing the second user from purchasing the at 
least one unavailable new building option" 

Applicants appear to use "preventing" to mean actively and deliberatively preventing the 
user from purchasing the unavailable item. However, "preventing" can be interpreted to 
encompass an objective inability to purchase an item merely because it is unavailable. 
The specification does not disclose actively an6 deliberatively preventing such a 
purchase, as in Applicant's arguments. A review of the specification reveals no such 
teaching. Furthermore, Applicants have provided no showing of support for this feature. 
Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tlie invention, and of tlie manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal<e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-11, 13-23, 25, 27-39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragrapli, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

5. Applicants use "preventing" to mean actively and deliberatively preventing the 
user from purchasing the unavailable item. However, "preventing" can be interpreted to 
encompass an objective inability to purchase an item merely because it is unavailable. 
The specification does not disclose actively an6 deliberatively preventing such a 
purchase, as in Applicant's arguments. A review of the specification reveals no such 
teaching. Furthermore, Applicants have provided no showing of support for this feature. 



Claim Interpretation 

6. It is interpreted that "unavailable" means unavailable by the claimed vendor. If 
"unavailable" also means unavailable by any other vendor, then the limitation is 
meaningless. The specification provides no guidance. 

7. It is further interpreted that preventing a purchase refers to objectively lacking 
ability/capability to make/provide the purchase because the item is unavailable, as 
contrasted with a subjective and deliberative intent to prevent the user from making the 
purchase. There is no support for such an interpretation in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. Claims 1-11, 13-23, 25, 27-39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuda et al. in view of Allsop et al. (5,970,472; Applicant's IDS), and 
in further view of Johnson etal. (US Patent 6,055,516). 

1 1 . Fukuda et al. disclose managing building options (as for the amended portion, 
see the claim interpretation), comprising: 

obtaining from a first user an indication of at least one available new building 
option for constructing a new building; 

causing the at least one available new building option to be electronically 
accessible to a second user; 
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providing performance (not defined in tlie specification, appears to be one of tlie 
most important attributes of a product [sucli as speed, efficiency, etc] and would be an 
obvious consideration to one of ordinary sl<ill in tlie art at tlie time of tlie invention) 
information electronically on tlie at least one available new building option to tlie second 



obtaining electronically from said tlie second user an indication of at least one 
clioice from among tlie at least one available new building option; and 

providing tlie indication of tlie at least one clioice to said tlie first user; 

wherein the indication of the at least one available new building option is 
obtained electronically; 

wherein the indication of the at least one choice is provided to the first user 
electronically; 

Fukuda: a networked interactive VR system for home and kitchen layout for 
customers. See abstract: "a virtual Reality (VR) technology 
application, a networked VR-supported design system of a 
kitchen layout. This networked VR system was developed on 
personal computers to allow customers to design at home. 
With the VR system, customers can have a pseudo-experience 
of their "virtual kitchen", modify the design of the 
kitchen, and make decisions by being provided with a good 
idea of their potential purchase. The VR system will also 
play an important role in user interface in the House 
Design Advisory System. This system gives advice on house 
design, as well as on kitchen layout design , according to 
the customers'' diversified lifestyles." See COl. 2, page 93: "The 
VR allows customers to examine a design and make changes at 
an early stage in the process. Examples of VR applications 
are to be found in design, prototype, and space layout 
planning. " See section 2 (layout design in tlie sliowroonn); section 4 (VR 
system on tlie internet); section 5 (VR systems for customers)) 
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4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system lo be accessed on the Inleraet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 



• TTie interface on the World Wide Web appears. 

• A customer looks at the interface and selects each product 
interactively (1). 

• If he/she wants to know the more information of a compo- 
nent product such as a function, a price, a s\^, and a pho- 
togr^, he/die can see by cliddng the product name. The 
detailed information including behavior are shown using 
mujt!rnedia<2). 

• Each comixxient product is selected over and over. When 
aS products are selected, he/she may click the button named 
"finished!". 

• The selected fsxxhicts me represented (3). If he/she wishes 
10 experience the virtual world, he may click the button 
named "VR", Then he/she can experience the virtual world 
and review flie first design with the existing photograph 
together (4). 




Figure 1: System Kitchen Planning Process 



ititeraftiveh. 2' St hfAhf »dni^ ic^ kwm ih* more ui!(>njiJtiOfi of a cumponcnt pn>dm.t. Jie/\ti? can st* ht fiicfemg site 
pro<Ji«»4 iiatni" a!) jirtHJtufv j.ri M.k>W, thi.v on rpp«-vt uterf, 4> HtV'^ht vmt <.ip».rmiit it« vuHts^ world &nd 

ait*rTiat(if psk lu i^. ■ipp* am) in dh-km^ iht- prai^uil m ihp virtuj) mtrltt; tii W Iwn L^i i fevor!l<> pmHuvi in thi 

psleltf , !l IS iodtkd intm s dffUtuvc rtn (lit rwtvuH k, -iffi-r df *f Uvhttf ni<,hfi tiiv \ KML di>t» i>. "^fnt to ihe 
shovsrtjwin iiray Vrt ii \ ^t<tw» ^ tinder St wii>{H«fiit i>s»pltivir(g i € \ or 



wherein the first user inputs said the indication of the at least one available new 
building option at a first computing unit and said the second user inputs the indication of 
the at least one choice from among the at least one available new building option at a 
second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a communications 
network; 
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wherein the communications networl< is a global computer network; 



wherein the at least one available option is electronically accessible to said 
the second user only if said the second user first electronically transmits a valid password. 

4 PUTTJNG VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on the Intemet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 



IpnxlucK are described 
using catalogues and displays 




Figure 1: System Kitdien Planning Process 



wherein the at least one available new building option comprises at least one 
building component; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one building 
component to said the second user; 
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wherein the at least one building component comprises a household appliance, 
and wherein the information comprises information relating to said the household 
appliance; 

(Note fig. 1 and col. 2, page 95): 




Igure 1; Sjstem Kitchen Planning Process 



wherein tlie information comprises pricing information; 

wlierein tlie information comprises an image of tlie liouseliold appliance; 

wherein said the information comprises performance information of said the household appliance; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one available new building 
option to said the second user; 

wherein said the information comprises product category information; 



(page 95, col. 2): 
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items mW 1^ checked- 

• of tise tomn 

* k^AeR iayoyt ("l^-j^l^isp^. "IF^. "L"-. '^.r-. "penit^&uir' 



ov<&a, a tom^f oven, and a dining l^bJe, er. ^ 



6he fim ^{m. Thi^ foltewing H«m§ wsl^ be j^eleeiedj 

* csts^n^'ts, ac<:mfiler, it s^ni, faucets., sk-^r^r, a 
a hood 



page 96: 



a ggj of or^ii^win pnxkKii. call be addal We can maie 

♦ Vmng tli^ Ipline rKxl^, lite neoes$.tr> J-D objects 
rcaci from m)^r .laiab^ive 4>n liir littctn^e^ 

* l>b.L^g ilie Sensor or Inierpokif^ nock:, llie limctR-m of eacli 
compumr^l |>rtHlyct can txr expJ^niie^l «sfT«cli\ely For 
anipk% cdtoine^ doors c^mi be iipep^ti and closed 



Pg. 98 
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* 11m mlerfacir ofa the '^brid Wide Web a}5|je;^s. 

• A cmisRaer looks ai the snferface «M selects eacb prodm 
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products are described 
using catalogues and displays 

T 

rough sketch of kitchen laymil 

drawing made on our \ 
kitchen CAD system 

^ I 

VR-experience 



Changes Desired 



final drawings made on amr 
kitchen CAD system 



I onier to the CIM lines [ 
Figure I: System Kitchen Planning Process 
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12. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether authorization is required to access portions of the website. 

1 3. Allsop et al. disclose the use of authorization to allow users access to portions of 
websites (col. 2, entire patent generally). 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to carry out those steps because the use and advantages of this feature are 
well known to those skilled in the art, namely providing for internet security. In this 
respect, see col. 1 of Allsop et al. 

1 5. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
updating the amount of money remaining in the budget subsequent to indicating a 



16. Bush (1966) discloses that this is an extremely well known problem - keeping 
track of a budget while shoppinq - and tliat it is commonly carried out . See col. 1 : 

ti^^rr. H^A^^T-:t. dx- .s\^v>jv\^^t^ \H ■^..■.^ v^lv* 



Bush discloses electronic means {adding maciiine) to carry out the function (col. 3): 
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The specification only discloses (page 12): 

Op*nratl> ou irN^ ihe ec^'^r p ace^s a 9t ve tc*'^! o* t ie rw ev< 
sf;ent arxs-'or ^x^t p-y avai :o hLmebJve ma>' be a --paved 

o upgrjf*e options *cr carh bufcng ^c^poncr* ^ihe hf'sfTi*-''bjytL r c-c t -^anf 
ntcrrred den ors o<i i'ht b^!ldir>g t rmpe cnts- n.* i-nc ho-^C vv^ stayirq 
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1 7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to keep track of the budget while shopping because this allows for keeping 
within budget. 

18. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether "unavailable" options are made available to a user. 

1 9. Johnson et al. disclose the feature. See col. 2: 

In view of the fbrsgomg, it is an object of this invention 
to provide go ekcrionic soyrcing method and system that 

e-;o:a tainiDf dais (iiiciadm pnisdnct/vendor idg.n df^caiioo , 

55 glTo^^^ to itgm-5 l i^lllllljll 

^oTTan&lertitig lise prodncl liiSrmatioii lor desired eMd.{ig 
items obiaiised as s result of the search to s reqyiddon/ 
piirchasiag system for use ir. geoerating a reqiiisitioD incfad- 
£0 mg e.n tries for the desired catalog iie-ms. 



A feature of the present invemion is. the abihtv to search 
muiltiple calaJogs fro^"^ digerenl^ su|}|^m^^^ j-or example, 
ca!£log''(!atslM sas coE^gm""tae c^^^ or catalogs 
pu-blislipd by s vendor Dis:tribu.tor, hsviog Dbtrib-iilsr's 

55 catalog numbers for dl listed products sad vendor manu- 
facMter's pari: aumbers for m^ny of the iisied prodmcts. 
Catalog daiabase M caij fiirtber coct^in catalogs ptiblished 
bv some of the vendor ni2,ai;jfact.urers, listing the msoii^fsc- 
turers' part numbers for certam products correspondingly 

6S} listed io the Distribii tor's cai^alogs aod for certain 

" t^f^ Qutside suppliers, 

I wHellier other ^lnu!scrdreEs"o^^ 
such vendor's products diSereal frois those io the Dlildbu- 
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20. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the feature because allowing for the inclusion of unavailable options 
is a choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem that 
vendors cannot carry all merchandise (not knowing possible user preferences, stocking 
issues, etc.) and this limits the customer's ability to make an informed choice where 
multiple products are involved and wherein choice of one product affects the choice of 
another product. 

Response to Arguments 

21 . Applicant's arguments, filed 1/26/2010, have been carefully considered and are 
not persuasive. Applicants are thanked for the amendment and arguments. 

22. Applicant's arguments are directed to whether the art discloses the amended 
features. See page 1 1 (arguments): 

No combination of Fukuda, Allsop, and Johnson describes or 
suggests a method of managing building options as recited in 
Claim 1. More specifically, no combination of Fukuda, Allsop, and 
Johnson describes or suggests providing performance information 
electronically on at least one unavailable new building option to 
a user while preventing the user from purchasing the at least one 
unavailable new building option.... 

And (emphasis added) 

...Specifically, "unavailable, " as recited in Claim 1 refers to a 
building option that is not to be offered as a choice for 
purchase for a new building option for constructing a new 
building. Further, as recited in Claim 1, the user is prevented 
from purchasing the at least one... 
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Applicants use "preventing" to mean actively and deliberatively preventing ( not to be 
offered as contrasted with not offered as disclosed in the art - the former requires a 
deliberate intent to prevent such a purchase) the user from purchasing the unavailable 
item. The specification does not disclose actively preventing such a purchase, as in 
Applicant's arguments. A review of the specification reveals no such features. 
Furthermore, Applicants have provided no showing of support for this feature. 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

- Kenney (United States Patent 6381583) discloses running totals for a virtual 
shopping basket. Col. 10: 

,V ^'V S^>^|">^V} {5i*5\xK U»U'v,h Els^ 4 s^iMO i^l^'vpU^iSiU 

V cnH -^^SH ihrv>:*!e§§ f^^^isk $?^^h skhj-o 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hugh Jones whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3781 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamini Shah can be reached on (571) 272-2279. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hugh Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2128 



